[image: image5.jpg]~t Learning
\ }/ Legacies




Boccia is one of the most well known and popular sports on the Paralympic roster. Team GB Boccia are looking ahead to the Games and feel hopeful of great medal success. Doubtless, the nation will be behind them. However, the sport currently faces significant barriers and challenges. We spoke to Duncan Tunbridge, Sports Operations Manager for Paralympics GB, for his thoughts about the barriers, strengths and opportunities facing one of the most exciting elite sports to visit our capital city in 2012. 
1. Believed to have Ancient Greek origins, Boccia is a tough test of nerve, tactics and skill
. What, in your opinion, makes Boccia such a challenging and popular sport?
· Boccia is simple to play but difficult to master. As such it’s devilishly addictive – anyone who tries the sport just wants to keep on playing as they start to learn and implement new tactics and techniques. Even the very best players still have room to develop and improve – the game never stands still
2. From what sources does the GB Boccia / Boccia England Federation receive funding?
· GB Boccia is solely funded through UK Sport and is responsible for the elite end of the sport. Boccia England is funded by Sport England but also attracts other sources of funding e.g. the Under 19’s programme is funded by the Lords Taverners. Boccia England, Boccia Wales and Scottish Disability Sport are responsible for the development, or ‘grass roots’ level of the sport in their respective Home Countries.
3. What European and international competitions do GB Boccia / Boccia England athletes compete in (for example, European Championships, World Championships, Paralympics)?
· GB Boccia enter the Great Britain team into the events through which ranking points for the Paralympic Games are earned. These are the European Championships, World Championships, World Cup and Europa Cup. GB enters teams into other international events but the Home Countries can also enter teams. Examples of these kind of events are the Riverland Cup in Holland and the Cheshire Building Society International held in Wigan every year.
4. Do any GB Boccia / Boccia England athletes receive funding that allows them to train part or full time for the Paralympics?
· GB Boccia, as all Olympic and Paralympic sports do, operate a player pathway within their World Class Programme. An athlete starts at Talent level and progresses upwards through Development to Podium. Podium athletes and the higher level Development athletes can receive an Athlete Personal Award. This money makes it easier for an athlete to go part or full time in their training. Some athletes in the Home Countries are nominated for TASS or SportsAid awards to assist them with the costs of their training
5. Does the sport depend widely on volunteering? If yes, please specify (for example, coaches, administration, officials, referees, etc?)
· Within the Home Countries there is a very great dependence on volunteers. This starts within local clubs and extends to all referees, coaches and classifiers. In addition most players have high support needs and require someone to assist them at all times
6. How might students reading the Boccia Learning Legacies case study get involved in the sport, via volunteering?
· The best route to volunteer is through the Home Countries
Where should students go to find out more about becoming a Boccia coach or official? [image: image6.jpg]~t Learning
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· Boccia England runs courses for coaches and officials and the Level 1 coach award, a collaborative effort from the Home Countries, will be launched shortly.
7. Has the sport suffered at all as a result of the financial crisis? If yes, please explain.
· GB Boccia is funded on a four year cycle so has not been affected by the crisis. The effect would be felt at the grass roots where families must find the money to travel to regional and national competitions.
8. What, in your opinion, are the greatest challenges that the sport of Boccia faces – at recreational and elite level?
· At both levels the public awareness of the sport and the stigma involved with people with severe disabilities. If everyone in Great Britain tried the sport and met the athletes neither would be an issue. Unfortunately that is logistically quite difficult!
9. What, in your opinion, have been the greatest successes achieved by the GB Boccia Federation/Boccia England?
· For GB Boccia – bringing together the Home Countries to create an NGB fit to receive National Lottery funding from UK Sport and to provide a World Class performance environment to identify and develop Boccia players capable of winning Paralympic medals and to provide role models for the disabled community. Whilst I can’t speak for Boccia England, becoming a separate entity from CP Sport has allowed them to become a strong force in the development of the sport
10. Does the Paralympic classification system (BC1-BC4) require different coaching and referee qualifications for each, and do coaches tend to specialise in a particular classification?
· Qualifications are the same but there are small differences in rules and technique between the rampers and throwers. However it’s the same game for everyone – in training there’s no reason why rampers and throwers can’t play together. However, at the highest level we do have coaches that specialise in the intricacies of BC3 play.
11. GB has achieved notable success in the sport. To what would you attribute these successes?

· The right players receiving the right coaching and right support from skilled Sports Science and medicine practitioners. Putting these players into a positive performance environment with training and competitive opportunities to enable them to fulfil their potential. Having a role model for the young players has been invaluable – everyone looks up to Nigel Murray.
12. Brazil and Korea have emerged as major forces at Boccia world-level competition. To what do you attribute their recent prominence in the sport? 
·  Brazil have a very special group of players in the BC4 classification. Having that number of World Class players means they push each other on to improve. They are weaker in the other classifications. Korea have a lot of resource ploughed into a centralised full time programme and are strong across all classifications – in their case success breeds success.
13. The GB Boccia Federation (GBBF) was formed in 2007 to meet the growing need for Boccia to have a co-ordinated Great Britain wide approach to the development of the elite level of the sport. How has this affected the growth and development of the sport?
· We are reaching the stage where the Federation is becoming a valuable forum for the Home Countries to work together on the development of the sport. It also provides a focus for elite end of the game and the opportunities for publicity that brings
14. Who do you feel are GB’s greatest rivals across the 4 Boccia classifications for the 2012 Games?
In the BC1 and BC2 classifications GB seem to have the measure of their traditional European rivals Portugal [image: image7.jpg]~t Learning
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· and Spain but Korea and Thailand are the threat. The Koreans have been untouchable in the BC3 classification but slipped up in the Pairs event at the World Cup but recovered to win all three individual medals. Brazil are incredibly strong in the BC4 classification.
15. Do you have any other points that you would like to raise, that might be of interest to students and educators?
· Only to follow us on Twitter and Facebook, and look at our photos on Flickr to get a better idea of the Boccia community
Questions

1. ‘Public awareness and the stigma involved with people with severe disabilities’ are cited in the interview as the most significant barriers to the growth of the sport. This is compounded by an additional observation, within the interview, that the current economic crisis will detrimentally affect grassroots development of the sport. How might these barriers be countered to raise awareness of, and involvement in, the sport?
2. Volunteerism is central to the development and growth of the sport. How might volunteering be increased?
3. Duncan Tunbridge referred earlier to the ‘stigma’ attached to disability. How might this affect the ability of the sport to attract sponsorship? What moral, ethical and intellectual observations can be made as a result? 
Further Information
· Gilbert, K., Schantz, O. (2009). The Paralympic Games: Empowerment or Sideshow? Mayer and Mayer Verlag.

· Thomas, N, Smith, A. (2009) Disability, Sports and Society: An Introduction. Routledge.
· Fay, T., Wolff, E. (2009) Disability in Sport in the Twenty-First Century: Creating a New Sport Opportunity Spectrum; 27th Boston University International Law Journal 231 (2009)
· Paralympics GB: www.paralympics.org.uk
· Boccia England: www.bocciaenglandorg.uk
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This resource was produced as part of the 2012 Learning Legacies Project managed by  the HEA Hospitality, Leisure, Sport and Tourism Subject Centre at Oxford Brookes University and was released as an Open Educational Resource. The project was funded by HEFCE and part of the JISC/HE Academy 
UKOER programme. Except where otherwise noted above and below, this work is released under a Creative Commons Attribution only licence. 
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Reusing this work

To refer to or reuse parts of this work please include the copyright notice above including the serial number. The only exception is if you intend to only reuse a part of the work with its own specific copyright notice, in which case cite that.

If you create a new piece of work based on the original (at least in part), it will help other users to find your work if you modify and reuse this serial number. When you reuse this work, edit the serial number by choosing 3 letters to start (your initials or institutional code are good examples), change the date section (between the colons) to your creation date in ddmmyy format and retain the last 5 digits from the original serial number. Make the new serial number your copyright declaration or add it to an existing one, e.g. ‘abc:101011:011cs’.
If you create a new piece of work or do not wish to link a new work with any existing materials contained within, a new code should be created. Choose your own 3-letter code, add the creation date and search as below on Google with a plus sign at the start, e.g. ‘+tom:030504’.   If nothing comes back citing this code then add a new 5-letter code of your choice to the end, e.g.; ‘:01lex’, and do a final search for the whole code. If the search returns a positive result, make up a new 5-letter code and try again. Add the new code your copyright declaration or add it to an existing one.
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